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Education Guide 

 

 

The guide is designed for discussion and 

activities on the exhibit for College students, 

but it can also be used by teachers who wish to 

enrich their art classes in the secondary and 

tertiary levels.  

 

This education guide may be reproduced or 

downloaded at: 

http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com/ 

 

Brief Background of the Nothing to Declare 

(NTD) Exhibit 

 

Around 50 artists around the world that 

responded to the Call for Proposals in 2010 were selected by the NTD Board of organizers and 

whose works were shown successively at Blanc Compound starting from October 18 till 

November 12, 2011; UP Jorge Vargas Museum (November 18 2011 to January 7, 2012) and 

Yuchengco Museum (November 16, 2011 to January 29, 2012). Each venue has a different set of 

artists (please see list below). 

 

These artists came to Manila to participate in a project with a participatory, collaborative and 

makeshift framework, aiming to contribute to contemporary discourses on migration. 

“Migration” broadly refers to movement of people not just across waters, land, and air, but also 

across immediate, virtual and hyper realities—and shifting societies. Focusing on those who 

have “nothing to declare,” the project positions itself at the margins – a position that is a source 

of intervention and strength, of subterfuge and resistance, of constraint as well as change. 

 

http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com/


2 

 

NTD was initiated and head curated by Flaudette May Datuin (Department of Art Studies, 

College of Arts and Letters, University of the Philippines head), associate curators Leo Abaya 

(Vargas Museum, UP College of Fine Arts faculty), Claro Ramirez (Yuchengco Museum),and 

Karen Ocampo Flores (visual artist and cultural worker). NTD was organized by Datuin, 

Josephine Turalba (Dean, School of Fine Arts and Design, Philippine Women’s University) and 

Precious Leano (Executive Director, Filipino Visual Arts and Design Rights Organization or 

FILVADRO). 

 

(http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com/) 

 

Activities and Guide Questions 

Pre-visit 

 

The following activities and guide questions can be used establish a background on the theme 

and display of the exhibit itself. 

 

1. Visit the NTD website and familiarize yourself with the curatorial concept and the artists 

and their works. Discuss with the students the key forms of art, themes and artists (see 

Appendix and go to http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com)  

 

2. The students may share in class what they think art is and should be 

 

a. What is art for you? What are the usual materials being used in “creating” an artwork? 

b. Can everyday objects be used and become art/artwork? If yes, how would you use them if 

you were an artist? If no, why do you say so? 

c. What would you want to convey in your artwork? How would you convey your ideas to 

the viewers? 

 

 

3. Make the students aware about collaborations. 

 

http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com/
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a. Given the chance to 

create and produce 

art, (visual arts, 

music, dance or any 

project) who would 

you want to work 

with? 

b.  What 

collaboration/s are 

you interested in? 

Why did you choose 

that specific people / 

group /community? 

 

4. Make the students 

aware of the various 

works in the exhibit 

a. Which works are 

similar in form and 

content?  

b. What are some of the key differences that make each work unique?    

c. What particular artworks are you looking forward to witness on your visit? Why or what 

makes you curious to see it? 

  

5. Make the students reflect on the different reasons for migrating and relating the theme to 

their daily lives 

 

a. Do you have a relative/friend or someone close to you who is out of the country?  Why 

did they migrate? How does your personal experience relate to the other forms of 

migration that are being expressed in the artists’ work?  

 

b. Do you know of a friend or somebody or a group of people from another country who 

migrated to the Philippines to study/work, etcetera? What do you feel about these people? 

For instance, there is a growing number of Asians, Americans and Europeans who work, 

study and bought houses and property all over the Philippines. What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of such migrations to our country?  

 

c. What have you experienced while travelling by air, land or water? How do these forms of 

travel differ? Describe for example the terminals, airports and stations. How do you think 

can this be related to the NTD exhibits? 

 

6. Make the students aware of the specific characteristics of the museum/gallery as space 

and the NTD aims 
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a. What other forms of migration do you 

spot in the exhibit? Migration of 

forms? Realities? Space? (the fact for 

instance, that the exhibit had to 

“migrate” from the Cultural Center of 

the Philippines or CCP? see the 

statement at the home page of the 

website). 

b. Why do you think they have chosen 

this theme “migration” for this exhibit? 

c. Is there a need for people to be aware 

or awaken with this theme? 

d. What do you think is the relevance of 

this exhibit socially?  

 

 

Actual Visit  

 

1. Initiate “looking” and “feeling” 

  

a. Describe the artworks. What do you see? 

b. Do you also see these works and the materials used in your own homes?   

c. What everyday objects can you see in the works? What happens now that they are 

part of the exhibit? 

d. Compare and contrast the feeling of walking into the quiet “white cube” of the 

exhibition spaces to the “chaos” of Manila outside. 

e. What do you feel while walking and viewing each work? What are the past 

experiences that cross your mind upon seeing the artworks? What works made you 

smile, curious, disturbed, attentive, perplexed, among many other feelings? 

f. Can you relate to the works in this exhibit? What are these works? Do you think other 

people can also relate with the works? Why? Why not?  

 

2. Initiate reflecting, interpreting and evaluating 

 

a. Which artworks caught your attention in the website and in the actual space? Is there 

a difference in your choice? How and why? 

b. In the actual exhibit, what artwork met or fell short of your expectation? Are there 

any favorite artwork in particular?  

c. Why and how do you think the artist chose the materials and form for their particular 

artworks? How do you think the materials and the forms relate to the theme of 

“migration”? 

d. Which artworks do you think strongly relate to the theme of migration 

Of people 

Of actual, virtual or hyper realities 

Of forms 
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e. What work or works can you relate to in terms of  

 how it looks like;  

 how it makes you feel;  

 its statement or message  

 all of the above 

 

f. Will you recommend that this exhibit be viewed by younger audience particularly the 

elementary and secondary students? Will you recommend this to your family and 

friends?   

Why or why not? How and how not? 

 

 

Post-visit 

 

1. The following activities can be used to emphasize and facilitate recall of the lessons 

learned from the exhibit. 

 

a. Think of any materials- organic or everyday materials that can easily be found around 

you. Does this material have any significance to your place or your childhood memories? 

Why did you choose these materials? What ideas or possibilities can you make out of 

them? Make a collage. Why did you arrange/ paste it in that manner? Is there any reason 

why is it arranged in such 

order? 

 

b. Tell a story through 

pictures, or poem, essay, 

short story, or 

photos/video/collage/drawi

ng/painting (or any other 

artform about any of the 

following): 

 Unforgettable 

moments in your 

life as a migrant (if 

applicable) 

 Unforgettable 

moments in your 

life as a 

child/friend/relative 

of a migrant 

 Unforgettable 

incidents in 

airports, 

immigration, bus or 

shipping terminals 
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within and outside your province or your country 

Send the artwork to: nothing2declare2011@gmail.com and we will post it on our 

website. 

 

Write an essay and join the Nothing to Declare essay writing contest. Guidelines and entry forms 

are at: http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com/essay-writing 

 

c. The class can also have a collaborative project in the community. Ask them to interact 

with a certain group and produce an installation that initiates a dialogue on a specific 

issue or problem that the community faces. 

 

2. The following questions 

could help students 

reflect on their essay or 

artwork: 

 

1. Deepen their reflections 

on the theme of 

migration and its relation 

to their lives 

 

a. After viewing the 

exhibit, is the 

meaning of the word 

“migration” still the 

same from what you 

thought before the visit? Is there a 

change in your perspective? What are 

those? 

 

b. How can you compare our Filipino 

migrants abroad versus the foreign 

migrants coming in our country? Are there any similarities socially, mentally, 

emotionally and spiritually? What are those similarities or differences?  

 

c. Who do you think has the better advantage or benefits when we send migrants 

abroad? Is it the family of the migrant that are left behind? The migrant themselves? 

Or the state? Is the sacrifice worth the advantages? 

 

2. Deepen their appreciation and evaluation of the artworks and the exhibit 

 

mailto:nothing2declare2011@gmail.com
http://nothing2declare2011.wordpress.com/essay-writing
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a. From your visit, is there any particular 

artwork that did inspire you? Why or why 

not? 

 

b. If these artworks will be relocated, where 

would be the best place? Your home? Your 

barangay hall? A private gallery? Museum? 

Somebody’s garage?  

 

c. What do you think is the gauge of success 

for this exhibit? How do you think the 

organizers and artists measure it? In your 

own point of view, what is a successful 

exhibit? How would you say it is 

successful? 

 

d. Upon seeing this show, are you interested 

to see the shows in other venues, knowing 

that each venue has a different set of 

artists?  Why or why not?  
 

 

 

Participating Artists 

Vargas Museum 

Danielle Adair (USA); Magda Biernat (USA); EG Crichton (USA); Noel Soler Cuizon 

(Philippines); Phyllis Evans, David Freeman and Leila Hernandez (USA); Hannah Israel 

(Philippines/USA); Karen Marshall (USA); Frances Nicole Manzanero (Philippines); Christian 

“Bong” Ramilo (Australia) and Christina Quisumbing Ramilo (Philippines), Melissa Ramos 

(Philippines/Australia)  Alwin Reamillo and Juliet Lea (Philippines/Australia), Angelika 

Rinnhofer (USA), Martin Sims (Australia) and Joo Woo (USA). 

 

Yuchengco Museum 

Mateo Amaral (Argentina); Michael Bacol (Philippines); Errol Balcos (Philippines); Joey 

Cobcobo (Philippines); Dana Cojbuc (France); Racquel de Loyola; Dada Docot 

(Philippines/Canada); Ding Ren (Netherlands/USA/China); Hillerbrand+Magsamen (USA); 

Khaled Hafez (Egypt); Sol Kjok (Norway/USA); Thomas Kutschker (Germany); Nikki Luna 

(Philippines); Racquel de Loyala (Philippines); Sebastian Mahaluf (Chile); Nerea Martinez de 

Lecea; Minou Norouzi (Canada); Hannah Pettyjohn (Philippines); Alma Quinto (Philippines); 

Noel Soler Cuizon (Philippines); Ruth Schreiber (Israel); Martin Sims (Australia); Motohide 

Taguchi (Japan); Josephine Turalba (Philippines); Sonja Van  Kerkhoff  (The Netherlands); 

Quint Welters (USA). 

 

Blanc Compound 

Sonia Barrett (Germany), Estan Cabigas (Philippines), Jef Carnay (Philippines), Jean Marie 
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Casbarian (USA), Noel Soler Cuizon (Philippines), Lizza May David (Germany),  Livia Daza-

Paris (Canada + Venezuela), Kawayan de Guia (Philippines), Chad Erpelding (USA), Renee 

Kildow (USA) Knoll+Cella (USA/Austria), Leeroy New (Philippines),  Frances Nicole 

Manzanero (Philippines), Lizelle Ortigas (Philippines), Eva Petric (Austria),  Mark Salvatus 

(Philippines), Josephine Turalba  (Philippines),  and Sonja Van  Kerkhoff + Sen McGlinn (The 

Netherlands/New Zealand). 

 

 

Visitor Information: 

 

 

UP VARGAS 

MUSEUM 

The museum is open 

from Tuesday to 

Saturday, from 9am to 

5pm except for the 

Main Gallery* which 

are as follows: 

Tuesday and 

Wednesday: 9am to 

1pm 

Thursday and Friday: 

1pm to 5pm 

Saturday: 9am to 5pm 

While this schedule 

might pose 

limitations, the other 

galleries of the Vargas 

Museum may still be 

viewed within regular 

museum hours. The 

basement, ground 

floor, and third floor 

galleries will remain open throughout and continue to host changing exhibitions. 

*except for scheduled group tours 

Admission 
Museum: 

PhP 20.00 – UP students, alumni, faculty and employees 

PhP 30.00 – Non-UP 

Free – Every Wednesdays for UP students, alumni, faculty and employees 

For inquiries and concerns on museum such as reservations and scheduling a group tour/visit, 

please visit http://vargasmuseum.wordpress.com/visiting-the-museum/schedule-a-tour/  

For other details: http://vargasmuseum.wordpress.com/    

 

http://vargasmuseum.wordpress.com/visiting-the-museum/schedule-a-tour/
http://vargasmuseum.wordpress.com/
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YUCHENGCO Museum 

RCBC Plaza 

Corner Ayala and Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenues 

Makati City, Philippines 1200 

 

Information: (632) 889 1234 

Please note that the museum is at the courtyard of RCBC Plaza.  

Hours 

Monday to Saturday 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Closed Sunday and on holidays  

Admission 

Adults PhP 100 

Students 15 years and above with ID          50 

Accompanied children and senior citizens               25 

YGC employees with ID       Free 

UNESCO-ICOM and media pass holders       Free 

http://www.yuchengcomuseum.org/index.html       

 

 

BLANC COMPOUND 

359 Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, Philippines 

Tel. +63.2.7520032 

www.blanc.ph 

 

Prepared by:  

Philippine Women’s University students Alynnah Macla Mutya Sambile  

With the guidance of Josephine Turalba. Flaudette May Datuin, Karen Ocampo Flores 

http://www.yuchengcomuseum.org/ygc-members.html
http://www.yuchengcomuseum.org/index.html
http://www.blanc.ph/

